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Test Taking Strategies For New York State Grade 8 Social Studies Exam

Multiple Choice Questions:

· Read the entire question. Try to identify and define the significant term or phrase.

· Always read all four answers.

· Before selecting the right response read the question a second time.

· If you don’t know the correct answer, try to eliminate ones you know are wrong, as this will improve your odds of guessing the right answer.

· Can you group the answers to identify one that “stands out” or does not belong with the other three choices?

· If you still are not sure of the correct answer then go on to the next question and do not answer it at this time. Be sure to put a mark next to the problem on your test book and also on your answer key. This will help you find the question later on. 

· Remember to look for clues and information in other test questions that may provide the answer to previous questions. Graphs, charts, maps, readings, timelines are all good sources of information and they often will help you answer another question.

· Remember to set aside time at the end of the test to go back and select answers to questions you skipped. Do not leave any problems blank.

Constructed Response Questions:

· Read the Title of the document. Look for the source of this document. Does that indicate a particular point of view or bias? Note the date or time period this document was created and consider the significance of this information.

· Read the caption if one is provided.

· Look for a key and/or scale if the document is a map.

· If the document includes measurements and numbers, be sure to note what units they are in….“in thousands”

· Look for significant words, images or symbols in the document.

· Remember to answer the question and don’t provide more information than is required. Is the question asking you to Define, Describe, Discuss, Explain or Identify a particular event or person? Be sure to answer appropriately

Document Based Questions:

· Read all of the directions including the Historical Context and the Task.

· Brainstorm possible answers and information to be included in your essay.

· Read through each of the documents and follow the strategies for Constructed Response Questions.

· Remember to use proper format for your essay (Introduction, Body, Conclusion)

· You may refer to the task and Historical Context in your opening and closing statements but also remember to incorporate your own thoughts, ideas, and prior knowledge. Use the concept words to introduce or connect central themes or issues.

· Refer to at least 4 documents in your essay, but also remember to incorporate your own thoughts, ideas, and concept words. Always use proper citation when quoting.

