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Introduction

Shortcuts by Jeff Harris is a weekly illustrated feature that appears in newspapers throughout the country to help children learn about science, geography, animals, people, food, sports, inventions, history and holidays. Each feature provides a mini-lesson on a particular topic that contains well-researched facts and information. Shortcuts include a title, factual information, images, quotes, and even puzzles that inform and educate the reader. 

Assignment 

You will create a Shortcuts page on a United States President. Your finished project should be neat, easy to read, and show evidence of careful planning and preparation. You will share your poster and information about your president during a ten-minute class presentation. 

Requirements

1. Use white construction paper or poster board. Also consider color and shape.

2. Your poster should include a Title / Heading that is readable from a distance. 
3. No less than Ten images to illustrate the life and achievements of your president.

4. No less than Fifteen Information “Bubbles” containing factual information that details important people and events in the life of your president and also explain his accomplishments and achievements. Remember not to plagiarize (copy) this information. The information should be summarized and explained in your own words or use quotation marks.
5. A Bibliography “Bubble” that references no less than Four sources used for your research.

6. Five Concept Sentence “Bubbles” that include meaningful, complete and accurate statements about the topic.

7. Five Quote “Bubbles” that include meaningful quotations related to your topic. You may include statements made by the president you researched or statements that other people made about the president. You may also include famous sayings or slogans. You must include the source for each quote.
8. A Word Search or Crossword Puzzle that uses no less than Ten words and terms that are from the research and notes you took about your president. ( Do not use concept words for the puzzle )
9. Please remember to color code your bubbles or use different call outs.
Presentation

Each student will prepare a 10-minute class presentation for his or her completed Shortcut poster. During the presentation the student will include the following elements and information…

· An attention-grabbing introduction that incorporates at least one of our concept words and/or a meaningful quote from the project.

· Title of the shortcut

· Three examples of interesting facts and information about the topic.

· One interesting quote along with an explanation.

· One meaningful concept statement about the topic.

· Include a meaningful audio and/or video supplement to their poster. Student must prepare an introduction for the media they will be including in the presentation and fully explain its relationship or “connection” to the Shortcut. The following media (maximum of 5-minutes) may be used during the presentation; excerpt from a movie or television program, read a poem or an excerpt from a speech or various publications, ( biography/autobiography, memoir, literature, fiction/nonfiction) play a recording of a song, live performance of a song, power point, an interactive web site could also be presented.
· A meaningful conclusion including lesson(s) learned and the importance and legacy of your president. Include one or more concept words in your conclusion as well.

