How will GCE Activity Be Graded?
Our class is the only "native speakers" group participating in this college course. Each of you possesses a powerful skill set that students in other countries wish to acquire for both social and economic reasons. Please remember to model best practices when writing and responding. 
The process of creating and writing your GCE Profile/Introduction is also good practice and preparation for more formal and professional activities such as writing an introductory essay on a college application, composing a cover letter for a prospective employer, and responding to questions on a job application.
Each student will receive a grade for each of the GCE discussion activities we participate in. When a discussion activity concludes Mrs. Brett and/or I will go to each student’s Profile and click on the Forum posts tab to review the posts for that discussion activity and assign a grade.
You will receive up to 100 points for each discussion activity. Students will be graded according to the following categories and criteria…

Writing Skills

Remember to avoid using slang terms and acronyms/abbreviations (LOL) you might use while texting or instant messaging. Always use appropriate grammar, phrasing, and syntax when posting your comments. Statements such as "Why do you want to teach English so bad?" can easily be misinterpreted. Remember to check over the spelling of words too.
Application of Dale Carnegie Principles
GCE provides a great opportunity to practice and refine our interpersonal skills. We will also be grading your posts based on how well you apply the Dale Carnegie “Rules” for making friends and influencing people. For example, when writing a post remember to “Begin in a friendly way” and when you are responding “Be a good listener (reader). Encourage others to talk bout themselves”
Helpful Tips
Don’t reply when you are short of time. It is very obvious when a person has not devoted enough time and effort to writing their post. Only reply when you have time to respond in a careful, deliberate, and thoughtful way. 
Don’t reply when you are in a bad mood or having a “bad day”.  Remember the purpose of this activity is to build friendships and promote positive feelings between people.

Read the person’s comment carefully before posting a reply. Remember to thank them for writing and especially if they give you a compliment. (“Show honest, sincere appreciation”) and respond to any questions they make ask as well.

The best way to get someone to write back to you is to ask them a question. Remember to be attentive and read each post carefully so that you don’t ask a question that a person may have already answered. 
Read over your comment after you post it and check for spelling and grammatical errors. You have a limited time ( _____ minutes) to edit your post and then it cannot be changed.*
If you have difficulty with spelling, write your post in Microsoft Word and use spell check. Then simply cut and paste the entry.
If you do not have many comments in your Discussion Area then consider posting in someone else’s Discussion. Remember to keep track of the people you contact and check back frequently for a reply. 

* If you speak to Mrs. Brett or Mr. Chase and make arrangements to log in to GCE as a teacher you can edit your posts after time has expired. Permission to use a teacher log in is a privilege not a right, and will be granted on a case by case basis. 

