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An American writer, A creative legend, A Genius and the creator of numerous heroes known throughout the world. These are not numerous people. No, these are credited towards one man, whom is one of the most influential people in American History. The man is none other than as Stan ‘The Man’ Lee. Stan Lee revolutionized comic books as we know it, and comic books have influenced many children, teens, and adults the worldwide and that fact alone makes him one of the more important figures in history.

Stan Lee, born ‘Stanley Martin Lieber’, was born on December 28th, 1922 in New York City. His Parents were Romanian Immigrants, and moved around quite a bit during Stanley’s life. Most of his life was in New York City, or surrounding areas such as The Bronx, or Manhattan.  Stan grew up as a writer. He did nothing but write and read. He even got part time jobs writing for many places such as Obituaries and Press Releases. But he was very bright, graduating from high school at a tender age of 16. Straight out of High school, he got a job by ‘pulling some strings’ and managing to get a job at Pulp Magazine, in the magazine division known as “Timely Comics.”, which would evolve into Marvel Comics as time went on. It was in this, that Stan Lee first published one of his first and maybe his most famous hero. Captain America, whom actually just started as ‘filler’ for the magazine.

After years of writing comics and co-creating new and exciting heroes, Stan Lee became Chairman for Marvel Comics. He was the ‘poster boy’ so to say for the company, he was the one who was always in the light, getting media attention (for however much of the media covered comic books). When people thought of comic books, and Marvel Comics, they immediately thought of ‘The Man’. Apart from being a figurehead, Stan also ‘edited’ the ‘Comics Code’, which was a code, used to dictate what could and couldn’t be used in comics. To further a storyline, Stan Lee did what he thought was right and went around the Comics Code and depicted a character doing something that was shunned upon. This was greatly acknowledged by fans, and soon led to the Comics Code being edited to allow Drug Use and other miscellaneous things that were once banned.  Due to Stan Lee’s risky and almost career threatening move, he paved the way for other more ‘risqué’ comics to come along and captivate readers with dark and dangerous actions such as ‘Lobo’ or even ‘Watchmen’ to truly shine, in all their grim darkness.

Another of Stan’s creations was named “The X-Men”. Really, who doesn’t know the X-men? The immense group of ‘mutants’ whom weren’t normal, and finally found a way to ‘fit in’ with more of their kind. This story captivated audiences and had them on the edge of their seats at times throughout the comics (still ongoing) life span. Most don’t realize the true meaning of the X-men. Some see it as just another fictional story that would rot children’s minds instead of having their heads filled with education. However, this was not the case. The X-men conquered many different important issues including Racism, Anti-Semitism, Gay Rights, Teenage Anxiety and even The Red Scare. Most of these based on how the mutants were ‘detained’ on a special island, close to what was like the concentration camps, for the populous not knowing what they were capable of. While the Teenage Anxiety was faced by the fact that, no matter how different one may be, that you will always have someone who you can fall back on, and somewhere there are many other people like you, struggling with the same issues, so really Teenagers are Mutants.  While addressing all of these issues subliminally, he had given the readers a strong sense of right and wrong, while making it ‘fun’. 

While the X-Men dealt with social issues and sometimes political issuses, Captain America was sort of the poster boy for Patriotism. What was more American than wearing a flag-esque attire and having an indestructible shield that was also American themed?  Captain America was the essence of patriotism in the country. In his comics he would always go after enemies that our own country was fighting. Sort of encouraging a strong sense of Nationalism. While his shield was indestructible it was almost a metaphor that, was saying, our defenses are impenetrable. Which made Americans feel safe. Stan Lee succeeded in making a character that instilled courage and loyalty in the hearts of Americans, 

Another reason why comics are so influential to our society is overseas. Where we have men and women fighting to defend our freedom. What do those brave men and women read while overseas? Sure some read magazines, and some may read ‘Hugh-Hefner’ inspired magazines. But what do others want? That’s right. Comic books, they are something other than what they are experiencing. Where the heroes have powers to do whatever they want and do good with them.  Where they can go to just escape their situation and indulge with some of their ‘Child Hood Friends’. 

Stan Lee will always be a legend in the eyes of his fans. While the majority of people do not truly know just how influential of a man he is and was, they can owe the major box-office hits, influencing of teens, and entertainment for our troops and citizens on his own creations. He was a genius for creating such complex characters with flaws. The first to make non-perfect heroes, the first heroes to have flaws. Flaws that everybody could relate to in some way or another. This was what made Stan “The Man” Lee, such a historical figure.
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